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ORSEA 2019-20         Killer Whales 

Selective Palates and Killer Appetites Webquest 

Part A 

I. Read through the following websites (and search on your own) to learn about 

Killer Whales. 

• NOAA Fisheries Species Directory: Killer Whale  

• NOAA Fisheries Special Report: Southern Resident Killer Whales 

• Marine Mammal Commission: Southern Resident Killer Whales 

• Center for Whale Research 

• Live Orca Cam 

1. What is the scientific name of the killer whale (orca)? 

 

 

2. What family do they belong to? Hint: they’re not actually whales! 

 

 

3. What are the 3 types of ecotypes of killer whales that live off the West Coast? What do 

they eat? Why do you suppose there is a difference in the selection of their food 

choices? 

 

 

4. Describe something you learned that you didn’t already know about killer whales? 

  

 

 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/killer-whale#overview
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/west-coast/endangered-species-conservation/southern-resident-killer-whale-orcinus-orca
https://www.mmc.gov/priority-topics/species-of-concern/southern-resident-killer-whale/
https://www.whaleresearch.com/orca-population
https://explore.org/livecams/orcas/orcalab-base
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II. Next, read this article from 2019: 

• Why Do the Southern Resident Killer Whales Only Eat Chinook Salmon? 

5. After reading the article, how does that compare to your answer in question 3? 

  

 

6. How many Southern Resident Orcas were there in 1995? Some individuals have passed 

since the article was written. How many are there left today? 

 

 

7. What seems to be the major reason for the decline in this population of killer whales? 

 

 

8. List the pod names: 

 

 

9. What was the name of the orca whose calf passed away? For how long did she carry it? 

Why do you think she kept it for so long? 

 

 

10. What percentage of these orcas feed on Chinook salmon? 

 

 

11. Why do you think they are so selective in their feeding preference? 

 

https://www.thestranger.com/slog/2019/08/08/41020925/why-do-the-southern-resident-orcas-only-eat-chinook-salmon
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/environment/three-southern-resident-orcas-missing-presumed-dead/
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12. If other food is available, why won’t they just go eat it? Do you think they ever will? 

 

      13. According to this article, what are some viable solutions to increasing/protecting this                               

 population? 

 

 

III. Watch This Video and answer the following questions: 

• Interview with Biologist Lynne Barre 

14.  What is the primary focus of this biologist’s research?  

 

 

15. What technology is being used to monitor the research?  

 

 

16. What are some of the causal factors (speculation) of this decline in orca population? 

 

 

17. Of the causal factors mentioned, which one is the most likely? Explain. 

 

 

18. Are there any possible solutions to this decline in Southern Resident Killer Whales?  

 

 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/video/spotlight-southern-resident-killer-whale-interview-noaa-fisheries-biologist-lynne
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