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Sea Lion Feeding Frenzy 

 

Directions: Read the information in the document and answer the questions that follow.  

Introduction: Environmental changes and rapid human development (e.g. climate change, 

landscape alteration and destruction, pollution) alter the way in which humans, animals, and 

the environment interact. For example, as the climate becomes warmer, some species (like 

mosquitos) that did not previously live in colder areas are able to move into newly warming 

areas and bring the diseases they carry with them to cause new outbreaks. To best understand 

this complicated picture, experts need to learn better ways to communicate and work together 

to rapidly respond and devise prevention strategies in order to minimize disease in humans and 

animals.    

One Health: The one health paradigm is the interface of humans, animals, and the 

environment. The goal of one health is to achieve optimal health outcomes while recognizing 

the interconnection of people, animals, and our shared environment. This is a local, regional, 

national, and global initiative which is not limited to one particular area of study. Almost any 

research group can contribute to the common goal of one health. One Health is not new, but it 

has become more important in recent years because many factors have changed the 

interactions between people, animals, and our environment. These changes have led to the 

spread of existing or known and new or emerging zoonotic diseases, which are diseases that 

can spread between animals and people. Animals also share our susceptibility to some diseases 

and environmental hazards. Because of this, they can sometimes serve as early warning signs of 

potential human illness. One Health issues include zoonotic diseases, antimicrobial resistance, 

food safety, vector-borne diseases, environmental contamination, and other health threats 

shared by people, animals, and the environment. Successful public health interventions require 

the cooperation of human, animal, and environmental health partners. No one person, 

organization, or sector can address issues at the animal-human-environment interface alone. 
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Sea Lions as Sentinels:  Marine mammals are considered sentinel species in marine ecosystems 

around the world. Sea lions are considered to be prime sentinels because they have long life 

spans, are long-term coastal residents, feed at high trophic levels, and have unique fat stores 

that serve as depots for anthropogenic toxicants. Sea lions may be exposed to environmental 

stressors such as chemical pollutants, harmful algal biotoxins, and emerging or resurging 

pathogens. Since many marine mammal species share the coastal environment with humans 

and consume the same food, they also serve as effective sentinels for public health problems. 

After centuries of exploitation and declines in populations of marine mammals the Marine 

Mammal Protection Act was established in 1972 which provided protection for all marine 

mammals in United States Waters. The growth of pinniped populations has been steadily 

increasing since then.  
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Questions:  

 

1. What factors do you think have changed the interaction between people, animals, and 

our environment and have led to an increase in disease transmission?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. List 3 different characteristics humans and other animals share.  

 

 

 

 

3. Why was the Marine Mammal Protection Act Created?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Why do scientists work in teams? 
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