Adapted from Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Salmon and Trout Enhancement Program
Fish Eggs To Fry Volunteer Guide
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L1 ~ Life History:

- Adults in ocean 2-5 yrs
- Spawn in large and small rivers

Ocean (aquarium.org)
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~Identification:
- Silvery sides, gray back
- Maroon/brown when spawning
- Spots on back
- Spots on both tail lobes
- Black mouth and gums
- Adults weigh 10-40 Ibs
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Salmon - juve
g “Chino:::?y;ﬁ@t'rp on dorsal fin; leading edge of

~ markings; remain in streams anywhere from 3 months
- to more then a year
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Fl‘y (Eiko Jones images)

typical of smoits as their bodies cha be suited for saltwater.
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A wild Chinook smolt captured at th enile trap at Lower Granite Dam. The silver color is

Chinook smolt — fish begin to lose
parr markings and gain silvery
coloration, gills and kidneys prepare for
life in the ocean; can remain in
estuaries for up to a few months

SmOIt (photos from idfg.idaho.gov)
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Chinook salmon range from
central California north to
Alaska, the Arctic Ocean and
Russian Far East.

These are the most sought
after food salmon for their
high quality of flesh.

In freshwater they prefer
mainstem large and small
rivers.



non — o... o
Oncorhynchus kisutc ‘ |
Silvér salmon — -
"ﬁiﬁc

ication:

e - garOon coior when spawning

- Small black spots on back

- Spots on upper tail fin only
— - Black mouth with white gums
. - Adults weigh 5 — 20 Ibs

_..— Spawnlng b Wg fdaho gov)
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-Life History:
- Late fall, early winter spawning run

- Adults in ocean 2 yrs
- Spawn in smaller streams and rivers

Ocean (Oregon zoo)
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K Coho smolt — remain in estuaries from a few days
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-oho Distribution
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Map courtesy Ecotrust

Coho Salmon
abitat and Rang
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Coho salmon range from
central California north to
Alaska, and Russian Far East.

In freshwater they prefer
smaller rivers and tributary
streams.
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key Salm‘bn -

- No spots on tail
- Adults weigh 10-40 Ibs
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x”'ig- : n‘. s+ Life History:

o - Fall spawning run
*ﬁ"ﬁ. » - Adults in ocean 1-4 yrs

S L 'W SN L - Spawn in streams near lakes




Fry — Eiko Jones
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- Sockeye smolt — remain in estuaries for only a few
days

usbr.gov



ockeye Salmon . -
1abitat and Range
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Sockeye Disibution 2 _ , =" central California north to
AT * 1 O Alaska, and Russian Far East.
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The largest numbers of sockeye
: are in Alaska, British Columbia
AF s and the Russian Far East.

........ e . kS While in freshwater, sockeye
- eia’se ) [ : salmon live in lakes.
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Unlike all other salmon species,

\ t Ecotrust I
ap courtesy Ecotrus sockeye are filter feeders.
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Identification:
- Silvery bod
arge spots on
when spawning
- Male has spawning hump
- Adults weight 3-10 Ibs

back and tail - Dull gray

%&eanic (above), Spawning buck (right)
~ .~ " Life History:
- Fall spawning run

Adults in ocean 1.5 yrs

- Spawn in lower river reaches



| L e—

Fry E|ko Jones

.;7 e - S
P& Lmarkmgs |mmed|ately

| .V_,ean after a few days or

Pink smolt — remain in estuaries for only a few
days, this stage is almost indistinguishable from the

fry



Pink Salmon

abitat-and Range
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range including AIaska, British

‘ e . g Columbia, Arctic Ocean and the

ssssss | L 4 Russian Far East. In the past
LN | they also spawned in rivers

along much the U.S. West Coast.
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R Found in rivers but spend very
~~~~~ N A -8 little time in freshwater.

Sgp-CoUITSy EapLrlSt Unlike all other salmon species,
pink salmon return to fresh
water every other year.



" T ' [dentification:
- é}:?—\ : - Yellow-silver body

e
) Ve J‘;i-hen (below) - No spots on back and tail

- - Green sides when spawning

- Red side bars when spawning
- Adults weight 8-12 |bs
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— - Life History:

- Fall spawning run

- Adults in ocean 2.5 - 7 yrs

- Spawn in lower river reaches



,-—lfhmed+ately migrate toward ocean
- -after a few days or weeks

Chum smolt — remain in estuaries for only a few
days
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chum salmon also
have an extensive range including
parts of Oregon and Washington,
Alaska, British Columbia, Arctic
Ocean and the Russian Far East.

Chum and pink salmon often spawn
in the same rivers, but spawn at
different times to avoid
interbreeding.

Spawn in rivers but spend very little
time in freshwater.
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Oncollymchius mykecai —

Identificqtion:

- Reddish band on side

- Dark spots on back and tail
- Green sides when spawning
- Adults weight 5-30 Ibs

Life History:

- Summer and fall spawning runs
- Adults in ocean 1 - 4 yrs

- Spawn in streams and rivers

L2 o

Adults- buck (foregorund) hen (background)
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pal"r markings on sides
ad to dorsal fin, white tip on
: ﬁ’Spend up to 3 years in
ishwate sﬁeams jawbone does not
—extend | ast eye o SR - oy

Steelhead smolt — remain in estuaries for only a
few days




""""Sléelhead Range..

T — = Steelhead range from southern
aa e S ».. .. California up to southern Alaska
S e e and on the Kamchatka Peninsula in
B the Russian Far East. Steelhead
once ranged as far south as Mexico.
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CANADA

Compared to salmon, steelhead are
.. . af s 7 288 relatively uncommon. They are a
B === sea-run rainbow trout and not a
. I salmon species.
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Map courtesy Ecotrust

When in freshwater, steelhead
generally frequent tributary
streams of larger rivers.

Kelts are steelheads that don’t die
after spawning, they can return to
the ocean up to 2 more times



